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  To supplement the many different reading levels of the students in our classes, we are continuing a first grade tradition called The 100 Book Club.  This is a reading incentive program that will run through the first semester.  
The purpose of The 100 Book Club is to expose children to as much literature as possible.  We want to get the children into the habit of picking up a book for enjoyment.  There is a lot of competition today with TV, video games, and computers, so WE’RE PUSHING READING!

Children who have been read to from infancy are a step ahead.  They have lots of practice developing their listening skills.  Listening skills are a prerequisite to learning to read.  When you read to a child, you are modeling good reading habits.  They learn fluency, or smoothness of the voice.  They also learn to listen to voice intonation and inflection.  Many comprehension skills can be developed at an early age.

Here’s how the 100 Book Club will work:

· 25 books may be read TO the child.
· 75 or more books must be read BY the child.
· Each chapter of a chapter book may be listed as a book.
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Please make sure the books you use are on your child’s level.  Ask your child how to use the “Five Finger Rule”.  You or your child will record the books your child reads on his or her reading log.  BE SURE TO SIGN IT!  
We will recognize the children on a grade level display in the hallway.  When a child reaches 25, 50, and 75 books, a cut-out of a person with your child’s name on it will be moved from our county to our state, our country, and then our continent.  After the 100th book is read, his or her paper person will “Blast Off”the edge of our planet on the wall display.  We will have a celebration after the 100th day of school for all children who read 100 books.  (We anticipate 100%!)
We think this is a great way to establish a reading routine.  This will also be a wonderful way to lead into our Accelerated Reader Program which begins the second semester.                                                                         
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