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Many first graders will now begin using the Accelerated Reader (AR) Program.  Student readiness for this program will be determined by the student’s teacher and be based on the student’s mid-year reading level assessment. Students who are not ready to begin now will be reassessed later, and hopefully begin AR at that time. This program allows students to take a short (5 multiple choice questions) test on the computers in the media center each time they return their library books. Students earn points for each test passed (80 % score or higher). Each picture book is worth .5 points. Students who earn 20 points by early May will attend a Magic Show in the media center. They will also earn a little prize for attaining 10 points. 





Students will check out AR books from the media center. First grade level books are identified with blue stickers. Students who earn 5 100%’s in a row may move up to second grade level books, which have red stickers. As our expectation first semester was for students to read 100 books, we would like for students to read at least 50 books on their reading level second semester, and take AR tests on each book. AR tests are only available for books labeled with stickers.





Students need to read each AR book 2 or 3 times at home, preferably once out loud to a parent, before taking the AR test the next day. Ideally, students will be taking AR tests several times a week. The AR tests are read independently by students in the media center.





Your child will have an AR reading log. Each time an AR book is read, please fill out the log with the 


date, title of the book, author’s name, and  AR book level. Remember that the child has to read the test independently, and needs to know all the words in the book to be successful on the test. Book Levels, 


on the label in the front of the book, indicate the difficulty of the book. For example, 1.5 means that an average first grader in the fifth month of school should be able to read the book. Someone in the media center will write your child’s score and their initials in the log when the test is completed.





Students need to read picture books this year, not chapter books. Our desire is for first graders to read a different book each day, experiencing different authors, illustrators, and genres. This does not mean that we don’t think your child is able to read chapter books, but that they will become better readers by reading a different picture book each day this year.  





This is a very beneficial program, and will really improve your child’s reading and comprehension skills. We encourage you to read with your child each day, and ask him/her questions about each book to prepare them for the test the next day. Thanks for your support!
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Skills to Practice


Language Arts-Identify similarities and differences between text


Compare and Contrast stories


Writing an opinion story





Social Studies- Read about and describe the life of Dr. Martin Luther King


Science-Light and Shadows


Math- Addition Skills





Upcoming Events


1-20-15 Chic-Fil- A Spirit Night


1-21-15 Skate Night


1-22-15 Literacy Night























P.E. Day-Tuesday �                              �


Don’t forget to wear tennis shoes and bring a water bottle.  Please label with your child’s name. 


Thank you!





Six Flags Read to Succeed Program





Your child was given information about Six Flags Read to Succeed Six Hour Reading Club!  Every student who completes six hours of recreational reading by Friday February 20th is eligible for a free admission ticket to Six Flags.  This will be a great way to continue motivating them to read books at home.  














